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Mission

Vision

Artistic Identity in Performance

Artistic Identity in the Classroom

Rooted in the tradition of Tanztheatre and in
the collaborative process of devising, CDE
creates contemporary multidisciplinary
performances to address social issues, in a
space that allows for community
conversation and cultural change.

CDE’s arts education programs create a
space in Chicago schools for students to
explore their own creativity. Our teaching
artists support the holistic development of
science, math, reading, and social skills
through art and performance.

A note from Executive Artistic Director/Founder - Why do we say
“striving towards” in our diversity, equity and inclusion statements?
Because the work is never done, it is never complete, it is evolving.
From our beginning when I founded the company, I wanted to make
sure the people on stage reflected the voices of the stories we told.
That the kids in our classrooms, saw themselves in their teachers. This
is step one. The steps that came next are improvised, planned,
redefined and looked at through many different angles as CDE
continues to grow from a founder based organization to a cultural
institution. As we reemerge from the Covid-19 pandemic, we look to reconnect and help heal
through art. Our performances for the next two years, will be a split bill with established and
emerging individual artists and companies. We will be presenting more performances series
bringing not only dance to the stage but theater, music, visual art and media to each evening for
cross collaborations. We hope that you will join us on this journey."
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Income

2021 - 2022 Year End
Income:
$259,197

Foundations
30.3%

Ticket Sales

Government Support
2.4%

24%

Arts Education Contracts

3.6%
3.1%

Expense:
$272,445

Individuals

39.7%

Net Income (Expense):
- $13,248
Income with cash forward:
$85,000
Net Income (Expense) with
cash forward:
$71,752

Expense

24.8%

Notes:
Arts Educational Programs
Productions & Workshops
Administrative Salaries

59.3%

General Operating Costs

12.7%

CDE received a "Save Our
Stages" and PPP government
grant that we used to pay our
staff, artists and improve our
theater. This allowed us to build
up our reserves that we depleted
during 2020 to pay our staff and
teaching artists when Covid
started.

Some Pretty Cool Stats:
54% of our
budget paid
Teaching
Artists
27% of our
budget paid
Staff

87% of our
budget goes
towards paying
people!

CDE Paid
performing
artists a total of
$12,316
59% of
expenses are for
Arts Educational
Programing
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This season, CDE:
Worked
with 83
Artists

Sold out
90%
of shows

What our audienece is saying:

Held 14
Performances,
Exhibitions
and Events

"The Yellow Wallpaper &
Attic Room"

“It was beautiful! You guys make being multicultural
normal and so exciting.” - Myra Kalaw, Audience
Member
"The performance was simply beautiful. Tragically sad,
but well told story." - Anonymous, audience member
"I was blown away by the variety and passion of the
performances this evening." - Anonymous, audience
member

"Art. Heals."

Artist Discussion in Germany

"The Yellow Wallpaper &
Attic Room"
"The split bill presented by Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble and RE|Dance
"Art. Heals."

"Letters Of Healing"

Group... is a reminder of what’s been missing from our storytelling diets subtler fare that can only be savored in the live theater." - Sharon Hoyer,
NewCity Stage
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Youth
Served

Students received
30+ classes

School
partnerships

1,500

72%

8

"Dvorak students thoroughly enjoyed their time with Danztheatre. After returning to school from the
Covid-19 pandemic, our students' social and emotional learning needs were high. Danztheatre
offered another layer of social emotional learning that could be expressed through the arts to our
students. The seamless integration of music, art, dance, and social learning is invaluable to our school
community." - Margret Pilat-Chiyeni, After School Coordinator, Dvorak Elementary School.

Naomi Flores, TA

"What was so exciting was
seeing the confidence in
their eyes when they were
able to lead a warm up or
perform something we
learned together by
themselves."

"I watched as their
confidence about how
they shared and
expressed themselves
grew throughout the
year."
Maxwell Pope, TA
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Naomi Flores

Shalaka Kulkarni

Maxwell Pope

Jordan Kunkel

Micah McDonald

Mia Dart

Cari Maher

Mahogany Beals

David Goodloe

Josh Miller

Hannah Blau

Davon Suttles

Interested in becoming a Teaching Artist?
Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble is looking for teachers interested in learning
how to utilize the arts in the classroom linking literacy and social-emotional
learning. This is an excellent opportunity for creative people who know that
teaching the arts is more than just dance steps and memorizing lines.
Visit the "Connect" tab on our website to learn more!
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Ellyzabeth Adler (Executive Artistic Director, Teaching Artist)
Ellyzabteh Adler is a multidisciplinary artist working in the genre of "Tanztheatre,"
weaving together theatre, dance, film, spoken word, and music. As founder of
Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble (CDE) she has dedicated herself to forming
partnerships with artists of all genres and generations to create unique, dynamic,
engaging, and meaningful ensemble performances. She also teaches and mentors the
next generation of performers who, in turn, serve as visiting artists and teachers in
schools and community centers through CDE’s Books Alive and Poetry Alive to
enhance literacy, numeracy, and arts awareness for thousands of underserved
children in the Chicago area, as well as teaching traditional dance, theatre and visual
art in the schools.

Carly Davis (Managing Director)
Carly Davis is a Chicago-based actress originally from Delavan, Illinois. She graduated
from Columbia College Chicago with her bachelor's degree in acting. Passionate
about Chicago theatre, she has worked with Court Theatre and Lifeline Theatre as a
staff member and has acted at many theatres around the city, including American
Blues Theater, The Arc Theatre, and Stupid Shakespeare Company. Passionate about
children's theatre as well, Carly has performed with AlphaBet Soup Productions and
Chicago Improv Playhouse, where she has traveled to different schools in the
Chicagoland area to bring theatre to children. Carly is excited to start this journey
with CDE as their Managing Director, where she can grow in her professional and
artistic career!

Naomi Flores (Community Engagement Director, Teaching Artist)
In their role, they proudly help CDE grow and re-connect to their community and
audience. Originally from Rockford, IL, Naomi graduated with her bachelor’s in
interactive and Industrial Design from Syracuse University. Although she loved her
program, Naomi has always felt compelled to find ways to directly work with her
community. When she first moved to Chicago, Naomi was involved with community
groups like Pilsen Alliance. She also worked with smaller groups looking to fight
gentrification in the predominantly Latino neighborhood of Pilsen. Now, she is
dedicated to mentoring young adults experiencing homelessness at La Casa Norte,
and teaching students with Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble.

Gabrielle Foreman (Stage Manager, Assistant Production Crew)
Gabrielle Foreman graduated from The Chicago High School for the Arts (ChiArts) in
2013 and later attended Indiana Wesleyan University, where she studied Vocal
performance. She has performed as the Witch in "Into the Woods" and Hetty in "The
Clever Artifice of Harriet and Margeret," which she debuted at the National Opera
Association in 2016. The Chicago native has also sung with traveling groups, and as
a soloist, across the United States, Mexico, and Italy. Though Gabrielle has always
been passionate about telling stories through music and theater on stage, she is
enthused by this opportunity to work behind the scenes.
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Board
President

Megan Lewis

Board
Treasurer

John Bovard

Board
Secretary

Jane Liles Martinez

Join our Board!

Board
Member

Ashley Bowman

Board
Member

Matthew J Parsons

Board
Member

Megan Lewis, Board President
Megan has been involved with CDE
for more than 10 years, initially as a
parent when her two children
participated in CDE’s arts education
program, and more recently as
CDE’s managing and development
director. She has more than 20 years of experience in
nonprofit project development and management, building
relationships, securing funding, developing programming,
and managing a variety of projects. Currently Megan is
Director, Programs at The Delta Institute, which supports
thriving communities and landscapes through naturebased climate solutions. Educated and trained as an
urban planner, Megan has experience addressing social
and economic inequities in under-resourced
neighborhoods and communities. Megan has a Bachelor
of Arts in economics from Indiana University and a
master’s degree in urban and environmental planning from
the University of Pennsylvania. She lives with her family in
Chicago’s East Humboldt Park neighborhood.

Ellyzabeth Adler

Make the biggest impact by joining
the CDE board! We want people who
are committed to our mission and
vision. We are particularly interested
in finding new board members with
skills in these areas:
Marketing/Communications
Event planning
Human resources
Early childhood education
Financial planning and nonprofit
law
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Our Amazing
Volunteers!
Eva Sky
Marianna Buchwald

Interested in Volunteering?
If you are looking for an opportunity to
connect and have an impact in your
community, consider becoming a CDE
volunteer. Everyone has something to give!

Abdul Baloch
Ginger Leopoldo
Jason Cunningham
J Lindsay Brown
Cari Maher

Share your time
as an usher or
help with our
projects.

Financial and in- Use your special
kind donations skills to help our
are so
staff and board.
important.

How you can help as a volunteer at CDE!
There are so many ways you can volunteer your talent. Here are
just a few examples of great ways to help out!

Performances
Concessions
Box Office
Ushers
Set up/take down

Marketing/Fundraising
Elevator pitch coaching
Graphic design
Recruiting volunteers
Search engine
optimization
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Thank you to our Funders this year!
We couldn't do this work without your support!

